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So long as the Church of England is established, the law of the Ecclesiastical
Church is part of the law of the land. Jurisdiction to enforce Law.
ecclesiastical law is divided between the ecclesiastical courts and the
temporal courts.1 Matters concerning the Church of England may be
declared some in ecclesiastical courts and others in temporal courts ;
in the former the temporal remedies of imprisonment and money
damages have no place. It is probably better to limit the term,
ecclesiastical law to those subjects concerning which the law is
declared exclusively by the ecclesiastical courts. Discipline of the
clergy and such administrative matters as the grant of faculties and
licences for marriage according to the rites of the Church of England
are clear examples. But there are other subjects, such as consecration,
registration, dilapidations when the temporal courts give effect to
the law which can only be declared by the ecclesiastical courts. On
the other hand the law of the Church administered in the temporal
courts includes such matters as advowsons2 and church property
and here the ecclesiastical courts have no jurisdiction.3
The Church of England is divided into two provinces, the province church
of Canterbury and the province of York. Each province is governed Organisation,
by an archbishop. The Archbishop of Canterbury is not only the
"ruler of his own diocese and province, but is also Primate of All
England and the President of the Church Assembly. Each province
is divided into dioceses governed by bishops. Dioceses are divided
into archdeaconries, and archdeaconries into rural deaneries. A
rural deanery is composed of parishes, each with its church and parish
priest. Ecclesiastical parishes do not necessarily coincide with
civil parishes.4 Parishioners, i.e. all who reside in a parish, have,
as such, rights in relation to their parish church, e.g. to receive the
ministrations of the clergy.
The Church may legislate for itself, but its legislation requires the
consent of the State. Its forms of worship cannot be altered without
the consent of Parliament.
The ancient legislative assemblies of the Church are the Con- Convocation,
vocations of the two provinces of Canterbury and York. In each
Convocation the bishops of the province form the Upper House,
and the representatives of the clergy form the Lower House. Con-
vocation can meet only when summoned by the Crown. Its legisla-
tion takes the form of canons, which are of no effect without the
1 Attorney-General v. Dean and Chapter of Ripon Cathedral, [1945] Ch. 239,
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8 See The Meaning of Ecclesiastical Law, article by Sir Alfred Denning in
60 L.Q.R. 235 and Attorney-General v. Dean and Chapter of Ripon Cathedral,
(ante), which decided that the statutes relating to the internal regulation of a
cathedral and its services were matters for the ecclesiastical courts.
* Part VI., Chap. 2, C.

